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All you need to know about car top boxes ...
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Is your car too small
or do you have too
much luggage ? 

You have certainly asked yourself this question before: Either shortly before
going on a journey or, at the latest, when you´re loading a car.

And now you have the choice: You can ask your passengers to move closer
together and risk starting off on the wrong foot or you can take a look at your
car roof: There´s not only a lot of space up there for bulky luggage, it´s also
just the right place for a roof box.

The advantages: You can transport more, load and unload your car more
easily, achieve a better organisation and relieve your bootspace. Travelling
is more comfortable and safer, too.

Skis, ski boots, rucksacks, prams, toys,
camping equipment, suitcases, tools…

…a roof box is always a clever solution 
for your transportation problems.
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How big should the box be? The size depends on how much luggage you want to carry. Luggage
boxes and ski boxes are available in different sizes and capacities.

But which Box is the
right one for me?

A little consideration in advance can help
you to find the right box for your needs:

What do you want to transport ? Long objects such as skis, snowboards etc. belong in (long) ski
boxes. A (short) luggage box is sufficient for suitcases, camping equipment, golf bags or rucksacks.

How often do you need the box? If you don´t need your box very frequently, a simple box would be
your loyal companion. If you have higher demands in terms of safety, comfort and design you should
choose a high-quality box.

Luggage box

✔ Choose a roof box which provides you with the greatest 
possible flexibility: Select a box which is larger -
for all eventualities.

✔ Don´t forget the load carrier: You always require a load
carrier to fasten the box to the car, so be careful to pay
attention to its quality.

Ski box

Tips! 
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How do I mount
my box ?

Fitting a roof box is simple and done within minutes (it is essential to read the
instructions for your particular box). The most important factors:

✔ Check whether the roof box and the load carrier are still
firmly attached before every journey.

First fit the load carrier to your car in accordance with the vehicle manufacturer´s
guidelines and the instructions provided by the manufacturer of the load carrier.

The right position for the box on the vehicle:

1.) Place the roof box centrally on the carrier to
ensure that the weight is evenly distributed.

2.) If the roof box is being fitted to a hatchback ve-
hicle, position the box in such a way that it does
not impede the opening of the hatchback.

3.) The roof box should be as parallel to the road
as possible in order to reduce uplift.

✘✘

✘✘

✘✘
Tips! 
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By correctly loading the box, you are not only making the most of the space available.
You are also contributing towards your own safety and the safety of others:

First load the heavy objects as centrally as possible in order
to distribute the weight of your load evenly on the load carrier
and the car.

Take care that the load does not obstruct the closing of the lid
in order to prevent any malfunctioning of the locking system.

The permissible gross vehicle weight may not be exceeded. Ob-
serve the maximum roof load prescribed by the car manufacturer.
You can find the formula to calculate the load on page 10.

All pieces of baggage must be secured to prevent them from
moving. Please use special ski holders and straps.

✔ In winter: Always fasten skis and snowboards to the
ski holders with the front ends pointing to the rear.

✔ In summer: In summer the ski holders can be used
as compartment dividers. They prevent objects from
moving and are practical anyway, e.g. for separating
clean objects from dirty ones.

How do I
load a box ?

✘✘

✔ Provide luggage which should not get damp with an
additional protection (e.g. plastic bags).

Tips! 
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Generally speaking, this depends on the width of the box and the length of your
load carrier. Here are a few examples using a box with a width of 55 cm:

How much load
can a car roof take ?

The permissible gross vehicle weight may not
be exceeded. Observe the maximum roof load

prescribed by the car manufacturer.

weight of the load carrier
+ weight of the roof box
+ weight of the load
-----------------------------------
= actual roof load

load carrier length:
108 cm

load carrier length:
120 cm

load carrier length:
135 cm

load carrier length:
150 cm

Your load carrier weighs 8,00 kg
Your roof box weighs 12,00 kg.
Your baggage / additional load weighs 40,00 kg
----------------                                               -----------
Your current roof load is 60,00 kg

This weight may not exceed the maximum permissible roof 
load prescribed by your car manufacturer.

A simple calculation to determine your roof load. Example: Tips! 
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Driving safely with
the roof box

A roof box doesn´t only mean a great deal of additional space. It also means
adapting your way of driving to the new conditions resulting from your car´s
increased height and weight:

Your car will be more sensitive to crosswinds.

✔ Check whether the roof box and the load carrier are correctly fastened to
the car – even during long journeys, e.g. when you are having a rest or
when you are at the petrol station.

✔ In the absence of any existing speed restriction, we recommend a maximum
speed of 130 km/h (85 mph).

A loaded box causes a shift in the centre of
gravity which leads to changes in behaviour
in curves and when braking.

The height of the vehicle is increased (accor-
ding to the load carrier) by up to 60 cm! Take
care in the event of low garage doorways or
low bridges!

✔ Driving with an empty roof box increases your petrol consumption unneces-
sarily. Remove your box if you don´t really need it.

Tips! 
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Regular care increases the life of your roof box
and keeps it safe and in good working order.

The roof box and the load carrier
must be removed before entering
an automatic car wash.

How do I take care
of a roof box ?

✘✘
In order to prevent damage to the surface, do not use 
cleaning agents which contain alcohol, chlorine or 
ammonia additives. In addition, cockpit sprays and
cleaning agents which contain oil are not to be used.

Keep the locks in good condition with any commercially
available silicone spray.

✔ We recommend you to wash the box regularly, especially
in the winter months.

✔ Do not use a hard scrubbing brush if you own a box with
metallic finish.

Tips! 
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How can I store
a box when I don´t
need it ?

In order to ensure long years of enjoyment 
with your box, here are a few storage tips:

Damp, cold or heat cannot damage an ABS
box. If you leave any baggage in the box, 
you should nevertheless take care that the place
of storage is not damp.

✔ A box lift requires a minimum of space and is the most practical
method of storage if you have a garage:

Clean the box and oil the locks and the
hinges if the box is not to be used for a
longer period of time.

Drive your car under the box and you can wind down the box in
no time at all. If you wish, the box can remain attached to the load
carrier (available as an accessory in specialized shops).

Don´t store the box standing–it might deform.

Tips! 
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You are buying a box ?
Take the following into
consideration

There´s more know-how and technology in a roof box than you think and
the differences in terms of quality and safety are enormous.

It is important to be able to fit the box quickly 
to the roof bars without having to use tools. Fitting

THULE´s roof boxes, which are partly equipped with pre-assembled 
quick-fit attachment units, offer a maximum of safety and comfort.

Material

Handling

Aerodynamics

Service

Pay attention to the materials. They are 
decisive for the stability of the box form,
its weight and life expectancy.

THULE´s roof boxes are light, rigid and are made of ABS plastic. They are there-
fore impact resistant, UV resistant and recyclable. In addition, the metal fittings
are resistant against corrosion. The three-year warranty goes without saying.

If you make use of your box frequently, 
you should pay particular attention to its 
furnishings and its practicability.

It´s not just a question of appearance but 
a question of safety and economy.

It is also important to have somebody you
can ask questions of after your purchase.

You can discover a large number of technical innovations in THULE´s roof boxes
which make its handling safe and simple for you. Patented lid suspension, and
the Dual Side system which allows you to open the box from both sides.

The reduction of air resistance and wind noise are the outstanding
results of our extensive wind-tunnel tests.

Should you ever have any problems, we won´t let you down. Competent 
advisers are at your disposal at all times on our service hotlines. 
And if you should lose a key, we will send you a replacement.

There is no absolute protection against thieves.
Nevertheless, pay attention to the quality of 
the locks and the closing mechanism.

Most of THULE´s roof boxes are provided with a multiple-point central-locking 
system. All boxes and Thule equipment can be fitted with the “One Key System” 
– one key for all locks.

✔ You can obtain detailed advice in all specialized shops. 
Some spezialized shops even assemble and mount 
your new acquisition !

Locks

Tips! 


